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report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box No: II 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-22 are directed towards a fluid pressure generating means for a heart assist device. It is considered 
that the housing defining an interior volume having a rigid first portion, a rigid second portion and a flexible 
third portion and an inlet/outlet port comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 23-30 are directed towards a heart assist device characterised by the shape and location of the device. 
It is considered that the housing having a fluid reservoir and fluid generating means that is so shaped as to lie 
in the pleural cavity comprises a second "special technical feature". 

3. Claim 3 1 is directed towards a heart assist device characterised by a fluid pressure generating means driven by 
an electric motor with sufficiently low cogging torque such that the natural systolic pressure is sufficient to 
cause liquid in the blood pumping means to return to the fluid reservoir in the event that the motor stops. It is 
considered that a mechanism for the patients circulatory system to cause liquid in the blood pumping means to 
return to the reservoir in the event that the electric motor stops comprises a third "special technical feature". 

It is noted that the specification has admitted there arc numerous systems for heart assist devices (page 1 lines 5 to 14) 
including an aortic compression means, a fluid reservoir, a means adapted to pump fluid from the reservoir to the 
aortic compression means in counterpulsation with the heart. Therefore a heart assist device with these said features 
cannot be considered to be special technical features in the present inventions. When a claim does not avoid the prior 
art, its features cannot constitute "special technical features" for the purpose of assessing commonality of invention 
between claims. Refer to rule 13.2 of the PCT regulations for further explanation. 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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